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LETTERS OF JOHN JAMES MAUND. 
1790 — i8q2. 

Communicated by Miss Kate Mason Rowland. 

Letters to Col. Robert Carter of "Nomini." 

Kinsale, Northumberland Co., Virginia 1790, October 20: 
There is no doubt but Spain and France have declared war against 
England. Of this, from, my intelligence, I assure you, sir, as a 
certainty, and if you are in any manner affected, I am happy in 
conveying you this early information. 

1791, January y: I enclose a letter from Col. R. H. Lee that 
you may determine the day on which I may have the honor of 
accompanying you to "Chantilly." Should Thursday next not 
interfere with any your arrangements, I beg leave to propose that 
day, as the Northumberland Justices may perchance sit until Tues- 
day night, and I wish the pleasure of being at Nomony Wednes- 
day evening, but I submit the day to your choice, sir. 

January 21 : Mr. Simpson yesterday arrived here from Nor- 
folk with a very pretty assortment of European goods and West 
India produce, and at this place intends to open a store. His 
account of Lord Dunmore's debt is very unfavorable. 

[Mr. Maund writes of this business later] : Mr. Cary [at 
Alexandria] will cheerfully act as your attorney. Mr. Cary as- 
serts that Lord Dunmore's agent in London must give security 
for the debt, so far as the revenues of his government will an- 
nually warrant. He has also proposed to me that the bond be 
put in the hands of a broker to dispose of upon the credit of Lord 
Dunmore. My opinion is that if the bond cannot be obtained 
from his Lordship's agent or [paper torn] upon good terms 
(but so as your name cannot be questioned) that then Mr. Cary 
should be authorized, to take Mr. Erskine's opinion and proceed 
under his advice to register all Lord Dunmore's revenues and 
to [illegible] by writ of elegit, his entailed land in Dunbarton- 
shire. 
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May [Mr. Cary has no doubt of Lord Dunmore's debt 
being paid] : To this opinion I pay great respect, as Mr. Cary 
in addition to a good understanding, possesses twenty-five years 
experience as a man, of business, and now is amongst the first 
in his Enghsh connections for trade of any house in Virginia. 

June 28: Andrew Ellicott, Esq., Geographer General of the 
United States is employed at this time in laying out the Federal 
district of ten miles square. A number of hands are employed 
in cutting and clearing as they go, for they cut and clear the 
way forty feet wide, not even sparing orchards, nor, says Mr. 
Ellicott, should a house be so as to obstruct his view he should 
have it cut away to get his right. He sets up wide stones as 
he goes along, having at this time got about nine miles on this 
side on the first line. 

November 28: Mr. Henderson called here on his road from 
Dumfries 

From him I learn that a ship had arrived from Bordeaux to 
their house the morning he left that place, and that by her the 
news was received that a deputation of the National Assembly 
of France, attended by 80,000 citizens, had waited on the King 
with the constitution for his signature, adding this information 
that if he refused signing and swearing faithfully to maintain 
it, he was at liberty to leave the nation of France for any place 
or kingdom he thought proper. To this proposition the King 
requested eight days for consideration of his answer, and in this 
situation affairs remained in France when this ship left it. I 
im of opinion that this conduct of the National Assembly cannot 
be parallelled. It has induced in me a belief that the candour 
which gave birth to such sentiments will yet dictate to them to 
amend the faults that their haste in being governors has oc- 
casioned, and that their government will be well-balanced and 
secure liberty to their nation. 

1792, January 7: The Virginia Assembly are yet of opinion 
that tho.y arc paramount to Congress, as in their last session they 
have fixed on the number of Representatives this State shall have, 
and they have enacted that the districts as they now stand shall 
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each elect another member on the second Tuesday in February 
ensuing, excepting the Accomac district which is to elect three 
members. I am not surprised at this inconsistency in the Vir- 
ginia legislation, but I am astonished at the eagerness which men 
of sense show to be elected under a law which must be nuga- 
tory, as the bill establishing the number of Representatives is 
totally lost by the Senate insisting on their amendment of one 
member for 33,000 and the Lower House resolving to admit 
of no amendment. Dr. Jones, Dr. Lee and Mr. Corbin are the 
candidates — Corbin has written and published, and I have no 
doubt that Dr. Lee will follow his example. 

February 4: He [Mr. Smith] abounds in wonders and 
discoveries ; talks much about three whales he has seen, and 
speaks of the price of sugar as moderate people would of gold 
dust. When I did understand him by his accommodating him- 
self to my comprehension, I thought that sugar is really dearer 
than I could suppose in the West Indies. — A traveler fixed up 
some letters dropped by the post and brought them to Orr's 
store. The enclosed is one which, from my knowledge of your 
hand I selected from the others. This circumstance merits in- 
quiry, as we had better be without a post than be plagued with 
a careless or dishonest rider. 

I793> May 2^: I find my mistake in the supposition that 
upon my election into political life it would afifect my business ; 
the reverse is the case, and you judged aright. The Governor 
has publicly declared that he disclaims every idea of offering 
for the House of Representatives in Congress. It seems a de- 
terminate idea that Dr. Jones cannot be elected, and Col. William 
A. Washington, Mr. McCarty and myself are now talked of; 
but I shall decline every thought as I conceive myself bound by 
my declaration to my constituents to serve them in the Senate 
for the whole four years, and thinking as I do it would be a piece 
of political treachery not to act up to the principles which I 
avowed on the day of my election. My wishes therefore are for 
Col". Washington as I am released from my promise to Turber- 
ville by his again declaring for Richmond County. 
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Richmond, November p: I should have written you at a 
much earlier period but that the Legislature have not acted on 
any business of importance until this present week. The House 
of Delegates passed a Resolve "that the Proclamation of the 
President of the United States enjoining a strict adherence to 
existing treaties and the principles of neutrality subsisting under 
them, was a wise and politic measure wisely adopted at a critical 
juncture and happily calculated to preserve to their country the 
inestimable blessings of peace," and this was carried Ayes 77 
Noes 48. On Thursday last the Resolution was debated in the 
Senate and rejected. Mr. Ludwell Lee greatly assisted me in 
the Debate but to our great astonishment and mortification we 
lost the question by a majority of two members. We have 
gained much credit, and as we think it our duty to evince to the 
world the reasons by which we were actuated, we shall enter 
them at full length upon the Journal of the Senate, and a copy 
shall be enclosed when I next have the honor of writing you. 

You must, I doubt not, sir, have heard of the fancied negro 
insurrections of which so much has been said in Virginia. They 
originate in the minds of the worst of men for the worst of pur- 
poses, namely that of arresting the gentle arm of humanity, 
which either is, or may be outstretched for the relief of the 
slaves, and with a design of procuring a repeal of the laws 
authorizing their manumission. But in this they will fail, as I 
know not a more virtuous body of men in the world than that 
of which I have the happiness to be a member, and whose opin- 
ions I well know upon this subject. 

This city is now in a violent ferment occasioned by Mon'. 
Genet's letter of accusation against the President. On this sub- 
ject I shall be happy in hearing from you, sir, for although I 
have not yet finally made up my opinion, yet I consider the 
consul as the creature of the Ainbassador, and that it becomes 
the dignity of this country to send the French Ambassador to 
France directing a remonstrance to be made his Court by our 
minister if he has made an ill use of his representative charac- 
ter, and the French nation before whom he is' accused must then 
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become his judge or his accomplice. I have ever reprobated the 
idea that force remained with the governors in a repubHc; it 
neither is or can be so, for there is a certain remnant of power 
in the people of a free Republic that they cannot divest them- 
selves of by any agreement. The power then is with the people, 
and the support of our government in the affec- 
tions and good opinion of the governed. Thus circumstanced 
everything which may tend to create jealousy between us and 
the Executive should be studiously guarded against and if pos- 
sible avoided. True it is that great powers are conferred on the 
Executive of the Union, but I conceive the Constitution wisely 
contemplating that the ofifice of President created him the watch- 
man and sentinel of the Union conferred on him that sort of 
strength which results from the opinion and reverence of the 
people, and which amidst the agitations which are the unavoid- 
able attendants of liberty [makes] the presidential power like 
an anchor [which] insures a salutary headiness to the great 
vessel of our political happiness. 

We yesterday voted the State government to Col". Harry 
Lee and balloted D"". McClurg and M^ Selden from the Council. 
The death of M"'. James Mercer creating a vacancy in the Court 
of Appeals, your friend M"". Tazewell was unanimously elected 
to supply his place, and the ensuing week we shall vote M''. 
Tazewell a successor in the General Court. 

Richmond, November 20: Sir, I beg leave to introduce M"'. 
Preston to your acquaintance, who will deliver you this letter on 
his way to Congress as a member from this State. Since my last 
by M''. Van Bibber I have no additional information to present 
you save only that the House of Delegates yesterday negatived a 
proposition to increase our taxes 25 per cent, and our State 
burthen will therefore be the same as the past year. 

1796, The Ark, February 16: Before my leaving Westmore- 
land for the Assembly you wrote to me, &c. I expect to be 
in Philadelphia this spring and going or returning, I shall have 
the pleasure of personally making my respects to you. 
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The Ark, April 16: The many avocations of law, distillery 
and building employ so much of my time that if I may hope for 
the pleasure of seeing you in Virginia during the next rnoucli, 
I think I shall decline my intended trip to Philadelphia. 

The Ark, July j; Col". Lee of Menokin moves to Alex- 
andria in two months. I have purchased him out, and shall re- 
move there this fall. I am detained in completing the payment 
and negotiating the value of the crops, stocks, &c. And now 
that, I shall have all good houses and a well-improved planta- 
tion, I do believe I am fixed for the remainder of my life, tmless 
the education of my children should make my removal to a 
town necessary at a future day. M''^. Lee says that Col". Lee 
is exchanging ease; for trouble, and I believe she judges right. 
She has cast every impediment in the way and perhaps even yet 
she may succeed, and that he may wish to relinquish his bargain. 
Of this I am certain that a town life will be misery to Col". Lee. 

You will be pleased to subscribe in my name for Wilmer and 
Pechins paper. The synopsis of the "Eagle of Freedom" promises 
well ; if the performance equals the promise it will be a very 
valuable paper, and in that case it shall have all the encourage- 
ment T can give it. 

Louisa Lee is on the verge of eternity. Her death is looked 
for daily; her bones are through her skin and her throat refuses 
any food solid or liquid. 

Philadclpliia, August 11 : Sir, My friend D''. John Broken- 
borough in returning from Paris, London and Lisbon, via Boston, 
will have the honor of delivering my letter, and I have the 
pleasure of making known to yon a very meritorious and amiable 
gentleman. The mercantile gloom as to the flour shipments is 
increased by daily failures here and in New York. 

Boston, September 20: Sir, I beg leave to introduce the 
bearer M"". Marsh, merchant of Petersburg in Virginia to you. 
In my journey here I have seen much to admire, many things to 
imitate, for in truth, these are wonderful people. The attention 
shown in this place to strangers exceeds the report, for their 
attention seems to proceed even to attachment. 
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M^ Higginson, a wealthy merchant trading to India from this 
port, was interested in the settlement of Britain on the African 
coast. His information relative to its progress is instructive ; 
relative to its destruction melancholy and affecting; from him I 
procured the enclosed piece purposely for you — be pleased to 
accept it. M"". Higginson has one other which he keeps as a 
memento of disgraced and outraged humanity. 

On board the Providence Paquet, November 2: I left Bos- 
ton on Friday, came to Providence that evening. On Saturday 
I called on M"". Manning. I have procured some pamphlets of 
the Sierra Leone Company. 

i/'P/, March 13, N oniony Hall: M.\ John Tasker Carter re- 
moved with the furniture to M^ George Lee's, and therefore 
the necessity of my removal here to prevent absolute destruction 
and desolation. 

Nomony Hall, May 8: I embrace this opportunity of in- 
forming you that Col. Robert W. Carter departed this life on 
Sunday morning after three days illness. 

Nomony Hall, June 5: Permit me to inquire if you will 
allow the daughter of the deceased M"'. Peck to be sent to Balti- 
more to school? I am the guardian. Reasons stronger than 
ever now induce me still to continue, and I feel great uneasiness 
how I can discharge my trust. 

Nomony Hall, June 18 : M"". Warden informed me that when 
the plaintiff's council in May [Frying Pan land case] pressed 
the reception of the reports, the Chancellor replied, "No, I can 
never be accessory to a rule of this court precluding this de- 
fendant from enjoying all the time his agent may wish, and was 
I to do otherwise it would be exhibiting to the world that the 
Court of Chancery was no longer a Court of Equity." 

M"". Gwynn is now in treaty with me for Nomony Mill for 
seven years. He wishes a distillery, and if we agree it shall be 

built. 

Nomony Hall, August 9: The reason that I enclosed you 
the letter from Williamsburgh was that from information I had 
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an opinion that you had some intention of settling in Williams- 
burgh, but this I presume you now decline. 

1799, July 30, Nomony Hall: Sir, This opportunity offers 
hie the means of informing you that my much respected father 
departed this life on the 19*" of April last in his 99* year, and 
that his death was occasioned by a dropsical complaint under 
which he lingered for a considerable time. The ensuing spring 
I part with my daughter at the express and pressing interest of 
her grandmother, and it may be presumed that the remainder of 
her life will be in England. 

I have the pleasure to announce to you the birth of another 
son, and this annual increase of my family has occasioned my 
resuming the practice of the law in these four counties, the Dis- 
trict Court and High Court of Chancery. [On this letter is a 
black seal with a handsome coat-of-arms.] 

1801, Walnut Farm, January 5 : There is no safety in post or 
private conveyance, and to write at any time save only by express 
messengers must and will be useless. I was not at home when 
Joe called at Nomony Hall on his way down, and being unavoid- 
ably detained here to-day, I therefore cannot send your papers. 
Gen'. Lee with his family are in New York. All applica- 
tion to him is unavoidably postponed until his return home. No 
man knows when that will be, and the most gloomy aspect hangs 
over all his affairs here. The post to Alexandria is direct and 
certain. Your papers shall by me be enclosed to whomsoever 
you may direct at that place, but I sincerely hope your health 
will permit your visiting us the ensuing month. 

Letters to George Carter of Oatlands. 

1802, August 21, Nomony Hall: I will stay eight or ten 
days with you and M^ Ball. I have kept a pair of my Chinese 
pigs for you. It was and is my wish to send my esteemed 
friend T. Lee a pair of them. Present me to him and M'■^ Lee 
and assure them of my esteem. I have some fruit trees for both 
yourself and himself, contrive that I may see him at Oatlands, if 
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yoii remain at home and the request is not very inconvenient. I 
have nothing to do with th.e stumps, the sticks, stones ard blocks 
of your county, I want to see M'', T. Lee from affection and 
Peter Dow for fun, and thus am I limited to the smallest of 
even numbers. 

M'", Spark [ ?] a Democrat elected last April one of our 
members to the Assembly by a large majority is dead, and I 
have agreed to offer. This county is nearly revolutionized, and 
the Democrats have and will prevail on some demi federalists to 
oppose my election at the upper and lower ends of the County, 
so as to secure the election of their favorite, M^ Plummer, They 
will invoke Heaven and hell to prevent my election; the contest 
will be in December, Plummer will have the confirmed Demo- 
crats, perhaps some others, those who are for no party politics, 
and I am to struggle to prevent a defeat against the best and 
strongest machination to overwhelm me. Yet I suppose I shall 
be elected, and if so then the more honorable will be my election, 
and if I am unsuccessful the dishonor will be to the county. I 
will not bend to the mountain torrent but I may be overwhelmed. 
Judge Washington has forever quitted Westmoreland, and 
this is a great political and neighborhood loss ; to me the loss is 
greater than to any other, for we had but one opinion, nay our 
attachments, habits and prejudices were the same, scd non sine 
Pulvcre Palma. Pie was the pleasantest and most instructive of 
companions, nor ever did he twine the sophist's cobweb rope. 
This departure and the perversion of Westmoreland has consider- 
ably weakened my attachments to this part of Virginia, although 
I love Westmoreland and think that in these States there is no 
spot where T shall ever be so happy. Yet here I will not remain 
to witness a perversion of everything for which T did love it. 



LANDON CARTER'S CROP ROOK. 

The Editor has been lately favored with the original "Crop 
Book" of Landon Carter, son of Charles Carter, of Cleve, and 



